Historic, Archive Document 


Do not assume content reflects current 
scientific knowledge, policies, or practices. 





B es 


ue World Production |22=: Round. 


Agriculture Roundu p 


and Trade rota He 


Service April 3, 1985 
Washington, D.C. 20250 


The Foreign Agricultural Service of the U.S. Department of Agricul- 
ture today reported the following developments in world agriculture and trade: 


OILSEEDS AND PRODUCTS 


FRANCE has approved construction of a sunflowerseed crushing plant 
that would increase domestic oilseed crush capacity by more than 10 percent. 
(The 1984/85 crush is estimated at 1.7 million tons). U.S. soybean exports to 
France could be replaced by domestically produced and crushed sunflowerseeds 
and products. The new plant is to be built by 1987 in west/central France and 


will have an annual crushing capacity of 180,000 tons along with complete meals 
and oil processing facilities. 
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The FISHMEAL EXPORTERS ORGANIZATION (FEO) has reported that January f: Soa 
production and exports of fishmeal were considerably larger than@year-earlier, hig? 


levels. Fishmeal output is exceeding exports as indicated by ‘la e endsof=- i: 
January stocks, double the amount of January 1984. This build ein stee st@aks hae = 
depressed prices. In January 1985, total fishmeal production, <6xports and 

stocks were up 240, 93 and 100 percent, respectively, from Janwaty 1984. 
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‘Fishmeal production, exports and stocks are as follows in 1,000 tons: 


------- January 1984--------- 9 --------January 1985---------- 
Ending Ending 
Country Production Exports Stocks Production Exports Stocks 
Chile 14 19 112 87 47 334 
Iceland 2 10 10 18 21 21 
Norway 12 8 60 8 a7 36 
Peru 24 Zi 57 64 27 88 
Total 52 58 239 177 LZ 479 


Mid-March European fishmeal prices dropped to $271 per ton, or 37 
percent below a year ago. The fishmeal/soybean meal price ratio at 1.64 in 
mid-March was 8 percent below the previous month and also 8 percent below the 
1983/84 average. 


-more- 
LYNN K. GOLDSBROUGH, Editor, Tel. (202) 382-9442. Additional copies 


may be obtained from FAS Media and Public Affairs Branch, 5918-South, Washing- 
ton, D.C. 20250. Tel. (202) 447-7937. 
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Fishmeal stocks now equal 18 weeks of exports at the calendar 1984 
average weekly rate of 26,100 tons per week compared to only 9 weeks of ex- 
ports at the same date a year earlier. 


DAIRY, LIVESTOCK AND POULTRY 


In BELGIUM, three more outbreaks of African Swine Fever (ASF) in hog 
feedlots have been recorded since the weekend of March 16. These feedlots, 
which have a total hog population of 5,300, were already considered suspect 
farms since the source of their pigs was the farm with the first outbreak. A 
total of nine sites have been diagnosed since the beginning of the epidemic. 


The Belgian Ministry of Agriculture decided to contain any further 
outbreaks in suspected farms by ordering immediate slaughter of all hogs on 
farms where contact with infected hogs is suspected. This involved slaughter 
of another 10,000 hogs on 18 farms. 


On March 28, the European Community (EC) lifted trade restrictions on 
Belgian hogs and pork except in the infected area following no new reported 
cases of ASF. The Dutch and French have gone along with these measures and 
other member states are expected to follow suit. Most member states had in- 
stituted severe restrictions to avoid possible introduction of ASF. There 
will be no direct impact on U.S. trade due to these outbreaks. 


HEKEK 


EGYPT and NEW ZEALAND signed a memorandum of understanding March 18 
concluding sales by New Zealand of 42,500 tons of bone-in lamb and 2,000 of 
canned whole milk powder to Egypt. All of the whole milk powder and 12,500 
tons of the lamb are for 1985 import. Half of the remaining 30,000 tons of 
lamb will be imported in 1986 and and the balance in 1987. This sale follows 
one by New Zealand of 3,150 tons of lamb to Egypt in 1984. 


The memorandum also provides for hygiene, inspection procedures, 
technical. training, marketing training and services to aid meat and dairy mar- 
ket development in Egypt. 


HREKE 


The U.S. Department of Commerce on March 27 announced in its prelim- 
inary determination that exports of live swine and fresh, chilled and frozen 
pork products from CANADA to the United States are being subsidized. The De- 
partment said the net subsidy has been determined preliminarily to be 
Can$0.053 (US$0.039) per pound. The U.S. Customs Service was to begin apply- 
ing a bonding/deposit rate at this amount on all Canadian exports of live 
swine and fresh pork this week. 


~-Mmore- 
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a) The Commerce Department investigation began Nov. 2, 1984, following a 
petition filed by the National Pork Producers Council. In its preliminary in- 
vestigation, the Commerce Department found that a number of provincial and 
federal programs, principally price support programs, provide subsidies to ex- 
ports of live swine and fresh, chilled and frozen pork products. Commerce in- 
vestigators will soon go to Canada to verify the accuracy of all data so far 
presented and gather additional information. A final determination by the De- 
partment of Commerce is scheduled for June 10. 


HREKE 


Milk production in TUNISIA totaled 290,000 tons in 1984, an increase 
of 5 percent from the 1983 level, according to the U.S. agricultural trade of- 
Picer in Tunis. Milk production is expected to expand about 8 percent in 
1985. The increased availability of European dairy cattle due to the EC quota 


system has given Tunisian producers an additional opportunity to expand their 
herds. 


COTTON AND FIBERS 


NIGERIA's 1984/85 cotton crop is estimated at 83,000 bales, 30 per- 
cent above the drought-reduced 1983/84 crop of 64,000 bales, according to the 
U.S. agricultural attache in Lagos. Expanded plantings, favorable weather 
during the growing and harvesting seasons and increased availability of labor 
resulted in increased output. Cotton production has been declining since the 
1978 season due to a shortage of labor and competition from food crops, es- 
pecially corn. 


In 1979, a cotton rehabilitation committee was inaugurated under the 
auspices of the Federal Department of Agriculture with the intention of cur- 
tailing the continuous decline in cotton production. Since the implementation 
of the rehabilitation program, more emphasis has been placed on an adequate 


supply of seed for planting, extension services and remunerative producer 
prices. 


HKEKEK 


One of TAIWAN's largest textile firms and the NICARAGUAN Cotton Board 
have signed a barter agreement under which the Taiwan textile firm will import 
raw cotton from Nicaragua and supply Nicaragua with yarn, cloth and other tex- 
tiles. The reported value of the cotton is about $4 million. The barter 
agreement is the first in Taiwan involving a private company. 


HKHKKE 


INDIA has abolished the export tax on raw cotton and cotton waste, 
effective March 15, 1985. Indian cotton production for 1984/85 is estimated 
at a record 6.5 million bales. The tax elimination was part of budget propo- 
sals for export promotion. Indian cotton exports are controlled by export 
quotas. India has announced export quotas totaling 34,000 tons (156,162 
bales) of longand extra-long staple cotton for the 1984/85 season. Exports of 
short- and medium-staple varieties have not been permitted for several years. 
The export tax was only significant on these varieties and cotton waste. 


-more- 
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FRUITS 


In WEST GERMANY, ITALY and FRANCE, extremely cold winter temperatures 
may have caused some damage to wine grape vineyards, according to the U.S. ag- 
ricultural counselors in Bonn, Rome and Paris. In West Germany, damage is re- 
ported in most wine grape growing areas with bud damage most severe in 
low-lying areas. In Italy, grower representatives report damage in Reggio 
Emilia Province, a major Lambrusco wine region. In France, bud damage is re- 
ported in most major grape growing areas. Despite these preliminary reports, 
it is still too early to judge the extent of damage to vineyards. More de- 
tailed assessments of the freeze damage will be released as the growing season 
progresses. 


WOOD AND WOOD PRODUCTS 


NEW ZEALAND's wood production remains at a reduced level because of a 
shortage of mature softwood timber. However, production is expected to in- 
crease in the late 1980s, when the extensive radiata pine plantings of the 
1960s and 1970s begin to mature. 


The possibilities of further penetration into the U.S. wood chip and 
softwood log markets, particularly in the Pacific Rim area, will increase as 
the country's wood production expands. New Zealand is one of the major com- 
petitors of the United States in wood chip, softwood log and softwood lumber 
exports to that region. 


New Zealand's level of forest product exports remains relatively un- 
changed, while the country's depressed housing sector has led to reduced do- 
mestic consumption. Exports of rough or roughly squared wood, primarily to 
Japan and Korea, totaled US$19.1 million in 1984. Principal wood product ex- 
ports were wood chips, softwood logs and softwood lumber, which accounted for 
an estimated 40, 33 and 26 percent, respectively, of the total. 
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Selected International Prices 


Item se Apri lezen l9a> : Change from : A year 
: : previous week : ago 
ROUTED ERICeS 17 iS peri geSiper bu.) per-MT” 7708 per MT 
eats 
Canadian No. 1 CWRS-13.5%. 183.00 4.98 +3.00 199.00 
U.S%. Noe 2 DNS/NS: "14%... %, 167-50 4.56 +2.50 185.00 
LS NO eMZ Sah. Wet s'ee oa e9/) 68.00 4.57 -2.00 172.00 
UOC sPeot He Ne Wee cess eee) 1/9 e00 4.87 +2 .00 193.00 
Canadian No. 1 A: Durum... 187.00 5.09 +2.50 207.00 
Feed grains: 
U.S suNoO.eemrellow Corn.... 136.00 5.45 +1.50 166.00 
Soybeans and meal: 
osmiNG we ZN LLOW siecle seiceen 682404 UG 6.67 -2.25 BLS. OU 
Brazil 47/48% SoyaPellets 4/ 160.00 =~ +5.00 255 C00 
U.S. 44% Soybean Meal.... 155.00 ~= +1.00 228.00 
U.S. FARM PRICES 3/ 
MG aleeimieclere ct ltele tele coe ste mL Z9C65 3.42 +.3/ L3ie 55 
Belin @Vivetstetelntcle o croretetsis els efets 85.43 1.86 +459 Spay ak 
CCL iietatatetrtalate sietaicts elaleteis citiaietn Otte) 2 2.66 -1.57 1351 bU 
SO LOUN MN leila lave oteisietelelsiatsisie ators 96.12 4556, 2/, -.44 110.45 
BrOMLeCESS 4/4 ).hie ts clele eee oLOLD.66 -- -20.72 1293.66 
EC IMPORT LEVIES 
WEAN 5 sete s cece sie wee sles 64.40 M/S) +11.95 75.40 
Bal LUCY wereirisstelc nite siete ss othe 61.35 1.34 +7.05 74.75 
2 TEN al ts tet ole islets el tiaisis aicle.e\e\eis 56.90 1.45 +8.80 53.45 
SOCOM cittcisieieiestaisisitiees «siete 72500 1.86 +10.70 79<10 
BLOvLeDST4GH10/ vi. ee elee, LG. 00 “= +6.00 175500 
EC INTERVENTION PRICES 7/ 
Common wheat(feed quality) 146.10 3.98 +5.80 185.70 
Bread wheat (min. quality)7/ 155.30 els +6.15 202 «20 
Barley and all 
other feed grains....e0) 146.10 -- +5.80 P65.70 
BroLlers 4/ 16/5 .. ces ceete OVI C00 =< 0 275.00 
EC EXPORT RESTITUTIONS (subsidies) 
WI@al Wats Sir leteleier else ote ele otete's o\ 25730 63 +3.85 B6.25 
Dailey aetctstsictcrstste s oie state's ores PV ke Bib oiehe +5.90 38.00 
BrOLICTSE HOLM Liste c cic ainie'e 93.00 = +5.00 137.00 


1/ Asking prices in U.S. dollars for imported grain and soybeans, c.i.f., 
Rotterdam. 2/ Hundredweight (CWT). 3/ Twelve-city average, wholesale weighted 
average. 4/ EC category--/0 percent whole chicken. 5/ Reflects lower EC export 
subsidy--down to 20.00 ECU/100 bag effective 9/14/83 from 22.50 ECU/100 bag 
set in 2/83. 6/ F.o.b. price for R.I.C. broilers at West German border. 7/ 
Reference price. 8/ Reflects change in level set by EC. 9/ May shipment. 
N.A.=None authorized. N.Q.=Not quoted. Note: Basis April delivery. 
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Then Foreign Agriculture — USDA’s fact-filled monthly agricultural trade magazine — is 
for you. Based on official USDA data available nowhere else, Foreign Agriculture 
articles are clear and crisp, written to provide the export information you need, in a con- 
cise and extremely readable form. 


Special information is found in Foreign Agriculture’s telegraphed, targeted news depart- 
ments: Fact File, Country Briefs, Trade Updates and Marketing News. And its tables 
and graphs will give you an immediate grasp of what’s going on overseas. 


In addition, periodic special issues—such as the one devoted entirely to value-added 
exports—will give you a wide range of detailed information about overseas markets. 


if you use agricultural facts and figures in your business, you need Foreign Agriculture. 


Subscribe today! Just $16.00 ($20.00 for foreign delivery) brings you Foreign Agriculture 
for 12 full months. 





SUBSCRIPTION ORDER FORM 


Please print or type 
Write check payable to: 


Superintendent of Documents 
MAIL ORDER FORM TO: 


Superintendent of Documents 
Government Printing Office 
Washington, D.C. 20402 





For Office Use Only 
Quantity 
Publications 


Charges 


Subscriptions 
Special Shipping Charges 
International Handling 
Special Charges 


OPNR 
UPNS 


Balance Due 
Discount 
Refund 


Enter My Subscription To FOREIGN AGRICULTURE 


$16.00 domestic (United States and its possessions): $20.00 foreign. The Government 
Printing Office requires that foreign addressees send international money orders, 
UNESCO coupons, or checks drawn on a domestic bank only. 


Enclosed is $ Credit Card Orders Only (Visa and Mastercard) 
O Check 
OO Money order 


OO Charge to my Deposit Account 


Total charges $ 
Credit card No. 
No. 


Order No. Expiration Date Month/Year 


Name—First, Last 
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Company Name or Additional Address Line 
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Street Address 
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City State ZipCode 
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FAS Circulars: 
Market Information For 
Agricultural Exporters 





As an agricultural exporter, you 
need timely, reliable informa- 
tion on changing consumer 
preferences, needs of foreign 
buyers, and the supply and de- 
mand situation in countries 
around the world. 


The Foreign Agricultural Serv- 
ice can provide that information 
in its commodity circulars. 


World agricultural information 
and updates on special FAS 
export services for the food 
and agricultural trade all are 
available in these periodic 
circulars. 


For a sample copy of these 
reports—which can supply you 
with the information you need 
to make sound busi- 

ness decisions—check the box 
indicated, fill out the address 
form and mail it today. 


To subscribe: Indicate which publications you want. Send a check for the total amount 
payable to the Foreign Agricultural Service. Only checks on U.S. banks, cashier’s 
checks, or international money orders will be accepted. NO REFUNDS CAN BE MADE. 
Mail this form to: Foreign Agricultural Service 

information Division 

Room 4644-S 

U.S. Department of Agriculture 

Washington, D.C. 20250 


No. of Subscriptions Subscription Rate 


Domestic Foreign 


10022 Cocoa (2 issues) $ 3.00 $4.00 


____ ~=+10003 # Coffee (3 issues) 5.00 10.00 
10004 Cotton (12 issues) 20.00 30.00 
Dairy, Livestock & Poultry: 
___ +=10005 + #£Export Trade & Prospects (8 issues) 14.00 22.00 
10006 Meat & Dairy Monthly Imports (12 issues) 20.00 25.00 
10007 Dairy Situation (2 issues) 3.00 4.00 
___~=« 10008 _~——_ Livestock & Poultry Situation (2 issues) 4.00 7.00 
10009 _ All 24 Reports Listed Above 41.00 58.00 
Grains: 
— 10010 World Grain Situation & Outlook (16 issues) 28.00 41.00 
10011 Export Markets for U.S. Grain (12 issues) 20.00 30.00 
—__~—S—- 10013. +~USSR Grain Situation & Outlook (12 issues) 15.00 20.00 
___-—«- 10014 _~—s— All 40 Reports Listed Above 63.00 91.00 
10015 Horticultural Products (12 issues) 20.00 30.00 
_~=«- 10016 ~=Oilseeds & Products (13 issues) 27.00 42.00 
__-~=« 10017 ~=Seeds (4 issues) 9.00 15.00 
__ 10018 Sugar, Molasses & Honey (3 issues) 5.00 8.00 
10019 Tea, Spices & Essential Oils (3 issues) 5.00 7.00 
__ + 10020 Tobacco (12 issues) 25.00 40.00 
_ ~—- 10021 ~=World Crop Production (12 issues) 18.00 25.00 
_ +-10023 Wood Products (4 issues) 7.00 10.00 


| 


Total Reports Ordered Total Subscription Price 





() Please send me a sample copy. 


Enclosed is my Check for $ Made Payable to Foreign Agricultural Service. 








Name (Last, first, middie initial) 





Organization or Firm 





Street or P.O. Box Number 





City State Zip Code 
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